
 

South Anchorage High School PTSO 
General Membership Meeting 

February 5, 2025 
Raven’s Ring Brewing 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance: Dr. Almon, Landon and Amber Forth, Kim Leary, Jennifer Wagner, Jyll Green, Courtney Luff and 
daughter, Jennifer Torpey, Dane Senaga, Ethan Saipon, Cristy Jenssen, Tara Devlin (teacher), Nikki Marshall and 
her husband, Rex John (co president of Thrive), Isabella Gonzalez (co president of Thrive), Andre Gonzolez (father).  

Apologies: Jayme Carr, Lora Huston 

 

1. Call to order- 6:02 Jyll Green, second by Amber Forth 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
a. Approve January meeting minutes. Motion to approve: Dr. Almon   Second: Jennifer Torpey 

 
3. Principal’s Report 

a. Congratulations to Rylan Forth who has 8 nominations to military academies.  
b. Civic leadership program project recently highlighted in the ADN on providing feminine hygiene 

products in the middle and high schools.  
c. Budget is not good. Specifically for South there will be 6.4 teachers displaced, and 1 counselor (Tor 

Christopherson) cut from the budget. Dr. Almon thinks this will be mostly by attrition and Tor will 
be absorbed at another school. Class sizes will get larger on average. There may be some classes 
with an excess of 40 students. Rooms are not built for more than 42 students per room. Dr. Almon 
thinks this will not be the final number. Education is a top priority down in Juneau right now. Dr. 
Almon gave testimony to the house committee. He has a written copy of his testimony for us if we 
want to model our own letters to our representatives. Everyone agrees that our school education 
is at break point. The school board does not have the power to fix the budget deficit. He states the 
board was hammered for 3 hours last night. There is a 3rd school board meeting in February to 
finalize the budget. They are working to meet the March 1 deadline as layoffs will have to occur. 
Dr. Almon is dismayed at the governor’s support for charter and home schooling and moving a 
large share of the school funding to those programs. Discussion about virtual classes and how this 
model fails students.  
 

4. Teacher Representative Report— 
a. Tara Devlin presents on a club Thrive that moves from middle school to high school and is asking 

for $1500 for snacks and supplies to help create a culture of community and a sense of belonging. 
She is thankful for PTSO prior support for snacks and supplies. Last 2 years the Alaska Humanities 
Forum has supported snacks and supplies with their grant funding, which has dried up now. Rex 



and Isabella are co-presidents of Thrive. Isabella states she loves Thrive and that has helped her 
become the person she is today. She states before Goldenview, she was terrified of interacting 
with people. Thrive helped her find friends and learn to talk/interact with people and ask for help. 
She states Thrive is so fun and she talks to her friends from Thrive daily. Thrive helped her with 
her mental health and now she is no longer scared of adults. Her dad said Isabella is always 
excited about Thrive and has asked “what exactly do you do there?” Rex states she transferred 
from a rural town in western Alaska, and she grew up around her cousins. When she moved to 
Goldenview she was terrified. Rex met Isabella; they became friends. Their partnership and 
support have helped her to have compassion for others and make new friends. At Thrive, she has 
been able to meet new people, and the group has helped her step out of her shell. As she moved 
to South, the transition was easy. She said she had one friend when she went to Goldenview and 
now she has many friends. Rex also states her grades have improved a lot. The Humanities Forum 
funded art teaching and art supplies as part of the Thrive program. Thrive also does after school 
homework help and goal building. They use peer support as an economical approach to tutoring. 
Thrive meets daily. They hang out until 3:30 and then they start their meeting. They always review 
their “norms”, and they have a lesson plan curriculum that Tara develops over summer. They 
discuss their struggles and help normalize their vulnerabilities. Kim Leary makes a motion to 
approve, Dr. Almon seconds the motion, all approve. Tara will get what she needs from Costco 
and will submit receipts in the PTSO box.  

b. Kim Leary states that Ms. Scharr has requested $900 to build her Spanish book library and floating 
shelf units to display the books. Requesting a variety of genres and multiple copies of books. She 
will have the students help select the books. She will order from Amazon or Wayside Publishing. 
Ms. Scharr is a PTSO member. Dr. Almon makes a motion to approve, Kim Leary seconds the 
motion, all approved.  

c. Kim Leary presents a request from Angie Lantz for 3 sweatshirts for the high school hockey team. 
Angie is not a PTSO member, but they are working on her. There was previously a discussion by 
text amongst the PTSO Board and all were in favor. We gave her the sweatshirts already.  

d. Kim Leary presents a request from Kathy Rumsey $127.99 for a standing desk that will allow her to 
more easily monitor testing. Kim notes cheating is much higher than before. Kim never realized 
watches could be used to cheat. Kathy is a PTSO member. Dr. Almon verifies these are not 
available in the school supply. Dr. Almon makes a motion to approve, Courtney seconds the 
motion, all approve.  

e. Kim Natalie assistant principal and Amy Haverstaad hosting a parent-oriented freshman 
academies program on 2/18 from 6:30-7:30 (8th grade school visits during the day). Requesting 
PTSO to attend the academies. She is requesting store to be open, PTSO to host a dessert bar, buy 
a sweatshirt. Incoming class size is anticipated to be 365. Suggest giving Amy $250 for desserts. 
Landon made a motion to approve $250, Courtney seconds the motion, all in favor. Dane said he 
will man the SWAG store if someone will teach him. Dane will work with Jennifer over lunch 
tomorrow to learn how to take credit cards via the Square app. Dr. Almon will let Dane into the 
Spirit wear storage room.   

f. Kim needs to know who owns the grant form so she gets notified when there is a request. 
g. She may need help setting up the Sun Zone snacks-it hasn’t happened for a few months. Courtney 

has volunteered to handle this one day a month on a Friday. We have grant funds already 
allocated for this.  



 
5. Student Report 

a. Dane has been posting on SnapChat. He randomly follows people, and they follow him back and 
then he unfollows him so they have to continue to see his content. Dr. Almon said he can send out 
the QR code to all the student’s Canvas. Kim suggests displaying the QR code at Soboss. Courtney 
suggests marketing this to the incoming 9th graders. Kim suggested making a student suggestion 
box.  

6. Officer Reports 
a. President’s Report 

i. Wants to work on regular PTSO messaging and try to gain more membership-he will work 
with Nikki.  

ii. 3 years ago when he and Amber showed up to a PTSO informational meeting, he never 
anticipated filling this role as President. He really enjoys being a part of the PTSO.  

iii. He would like to encourage the board to send letters to the legislation. He would also like 
form letters for students and parents to send letters to the legislation and our governor.  

b. Treasurer’s Report 
i. We are taking in more money than we are spending. The Costco Visa cash back program 

gives us 2% back for Costco and 1% for everything else and 3% at restaurants. She states 
this will give us about $540 back along with the membership cash back.  

ii. School YTD net revenue is $16,625.00.  
iii. We have only spent down about $7000 of a $23,000 grant budget.  

7. Committee Reports 
a. Senior Events 

i.  Graduation is May 12 at 6:30.  
b. School Store 

i. Soda keg is up and running-sales are slow, about 3-4/day. They have offered samples. The 
root beer is spicy and doesn’t taste like commercial root beer.  

c. Spirit Wear 
i. Haven’t heard from Lora.  

d. Membership  
i. 95 parents, 64 students, and 38 teacher members.  

ii. Kim Leary suggested a 4-year membership, but that was done in the past and very difficult 
to track. Nikki said there are a few people with multiple memberships (they forgot).   

iii. Consider change from “PTSO member” to “PTSO supporter” as membership implies they 
have to do something.  

8. Old Business 
a. None 

 
9. New Business  

a. Write your legislator.  
10. Announcements—Next meeting March 5, 2025, 6:00 P.M. at Raven’s Ring. Jyll will be gone and Dr. Almon will 

take notes.  
 

11. Adjourn—Motion to adjourn Courtney Luff , seconded by Jyll Green at 7:32 p.m.  



Treasurer’s Report 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


