
 

South Anchorage High School PTSO 
General Membership Meeting 

January 15, 2025 
Raven’s Ring Brewing 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendance: Dr. Almon, Landon and Amber Forth, Kim Leary, Jennifer Wagner, Jyll Green, Courtney Luff, Jayme 
Carr, Jennifer Torpey, Dane Senaga, Rebecca Tyler, Ethain Saipon, Cristy Jenssen. 

Apologies: Lora Huston, Nikki Marshall 

 

1. Call to order- 5:58 Landon Forth seconded by Dr. Almon 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
a. Approve December meeting minutes. Motion to approve: Jennifer Wagner  Second: Jayme Carr 

 
3. Principal’s Report 

a. Good news-Teacher Jenn Eff was nominated to be a Yale teaching fellow. She will get a stipend 
and travel covered and gets to be mentored by Yale educators. She is an energetic educator, and 
this was well deserved.  

b. Budget reality check today. $111m short in the budget. They are going to spend down last spring’s 
one time funding which gets us to $67m shortfall. They are now looking for ways to cut $67m 
from the budget. In February there are two board meetings to finalize the school district budget. 
Projected to have a decrease in enrollment at South next year so that will help with teacher 
numbers which will likely adjust via self-attrition (has already received expression of these 
departures). Elective course options are getting narrower and narrower. New legislature is keenly 
aware of the school budget issues. School budget due in March. Legislature does not move that 
quickly. Shortfall should not have any effect on our educational pathways-keeping megatronics 
and film programs.  

c. Tier 4 retirement for government employees has phased out so no more retirement offering for 
20 years of service. This hurts our ability to attract and retain long term staff.  

d. Round table discussion regarding ways to increase enrollment numbers-South has open 
enrollment. Dr. Almon states Service also looking expected decreased enrollment. West 
enrollment is increasing. It is difficult to promote South above other schools. The media, drone, 
and engineering programs at South are draws. School tours take place. South reaches out to all 
the Charter schools. Could potentially discuss how awesome the South-specific programs are on 
our social media.  
 

4. Teacher Representative Report— 
a. Motion to approve a grant that was circulated via email last week. New group “Story Tellers Guild” 

and they are asking for funding for food for their first event tomorrow night. They have requested 



$100 to purchase snacks. Dr. Almon makes a motion to approve. Seconded by Kim Leary. None 
opposed.  

b. Kim asking for a way to check the membership log. Teachers always ask her if they are members 
so they can request grants. Jennifer will get her the login information.  

 
5. Student Report 

a. Dane reported that there were 20 people in an online AP Macro Economics course, and it was 
super difficult without an instructor.  

b. Dane is continuing to look for Junior students to take their places. Hilary Hanson and Nikki’s son 
were suggested.  
 

6. Officer Reports 
a. President’s Report 

i. Looking for any new ideas from the group.  
ii. Looking for ways to boost membership. He will connect with Nikki. 

iii. Appreciates everyone’s input and involvement.   
b. Treasurer’s Report 

i. Printed financial statements provided.  
ii. We continue to bring in the money-income from store is up to $37k, $5k in clothing (with 

a spend of about $3k).  
iii. Donations and memberships are on par with what was budgeted. We get a surge of 

donations and memberships in the spring.  
iv. Total grant spending around $3k, but we have $20k in the budget. Dr. Almon will look for 

needs from the school and he will talk with Jenn Eff to see if she needs additional funds 
for her Yale trip.  

v. Teacher coupons continue to come into the school store, some from last year.  
7. Committee Reports 

a. Senior Events 
i.  Graduation is May 12 at 6:30.  

ii. She is looking for information from PTSO sign ups to see who indicated they were 
interested in helping with senior events.  

iii. Dr. Almon said Andrea in the office is coming up with a list of upcoming senior events and 
can embed a link with the list goes out for signups and volunteer opportunities to engage 
the senior parents to help.  

b. School Store 
i. Struggling to get volunteers. Suggest a video for social media. Continued ask through Dr. 

Almon’s weekly newsletter.  
ii. Beverage refrigerator showed up and Jayme LOVES it. It fits a lot of beverages and has 

special space for the string cheese. There was a small dent when it was being brought in 
and Lowe’s said they would provide a discount.  

iii. She continues to look for healthy food options. Teriyaki chicken bowls are becoming more 
popular. The frozen Asian bowls all tend to be high in sodium.  

iv. Still working with Dr. Butterfield on getting the kegerator installed.  
 



c. Spirit Wear 
i. Lora unable to attend. Per Jennifer, Lora ordered more mountain hoodies that have not 

arrived yet.  
ii. Plan to order additional spirit wear towards the end of the year.  

iii. Still occasional online orders.  
d. Membership  

i. Nikki is not present.  
ii. Just shy of 100 members.  

iii. Landon will reach out to her and see how he can help.  
8. Old Business 

a. Shout out to Jennifer Torpey for the all-school breakfast. JROTC kids were a huge help. Deputy 
Chief showed up unannounced and ate breakfast. Plans to make signs to post that can be reused 
at future events.  
 

9. New Business  
a. Teacher appreciation week May 5-9. Possibly Heather Birch will lead this effort. There are about 

90 daytime staff. 
b. Dr. Almon wants to shout out Dane who is writing his CLP paper on his involvement with PTSO. 

Plans to write about the amount of grants being awarded and discuss the difference that PTSO 
makes for the school. Round table discussion on the ways student involvement increased 
membership post COVID.  

c. Sadie Hawkins is February 22. We will want to provide water for this event. Jayme will add it to 
the next order.   

d. Prom is on April 26.  
 

10. Announcements—Next meeting February 5, 2025, 6:00 P.M. at Raven’s Ring.  
 

11. Adjourn—Motion to adjourn 7:06 by Landon, seconded by Jyll Green. 

  



Treasurer’s Report 



 



 


